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Forward 

I am just back from a super long weekend spent at the Port Elizabeth cluster breed shows 

in early April, where I was freshly reminded of what a lovely atmosphere the PE shows 

always manage to create.  Local exhibitors are gracious and hospitable to us “out of 

towners” and despite the variable weather conditions, I would recommend attending the PE 

show weekend in future if you have never been. 

I also learned that some of our Eastern Cape members are hosting a field trial in Port 

Elizabeth for the first time in many years under the licence of the Walmer and Suburban 

Kennel Club and we wish them a very successful inaugural trial.  For more information, 

please refer to the advert at the back of the bulletin and please try and support the trial 

if you can.  The organisers promise beautiful scenery, challenging stakes, lots of friendly 

banter and more than your fair share of warming sherry and port. 

As I write this, the novice stake of the Labrador Retriever Kennel Club annual field trial is 

underway near Standerton.  I look forward to sharing the full results, photos and anecdotes 

with you in the next bulletin.  In this edition, we focus on the events of the first quarter of 

2019, which, believe it or not, has come and gone.  Our February Open Show, the Club’s 

AGM and Crufts 2019 are all covered in detail, including a lovely write-up by Mrs Pat 

Harrison of her Crufts judging appointment. 

I am also pleased to share with you an article written by our Eastern Cape member at 

large, Iain Judd, on his experiences with working Labradors whilst a member of the South 

African Defence War during the Border War.  

In health news, we share updated statistics from Inqaba Biotec and various health testing 

and registration amendments being proposed by KUSA. 

Happy reading. 

Genevieve 
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Membership 

A warm welcome to our new members who have joined the club in 2019 and a special welcome to 
Mike van Wyk, or should we say “welcome back”?  Mike has returned to the show scene now that his 
children are older, with a lovely little yellow girl bred by Margaret Bell.  We look forward to seeing more 
of Mike at our various events.  Remember, the best way to introduce yourself, meet fellow Labrador 
enthusiasts and become part of the LRKC is to attend our events! 

 

 

****** 

LRKC 1st OPEN SHOW (SUMMER OPEN SHOW), 9 February 2019, Goldfields 

Show Grounds 

 

 

 

The Club’s first breed show of the year was held on Saturday the 9th of February and was judged by Mr 

Renier Jansen van Vuuren who very graciously stepped in at short notice when Mrs Liz Megginson was 

unexpectedly hospitalised and therefore unable to judge our show.  Thank you Renier!  Mr Jansen van Vuuren 

is a level 4, Championship Show Gundog judge and we are delighted that he had a solid entry of 39 exhibits 

in attendance.  A special thank you, as always, to our generous sponsors – Montego Pet Nutrition. 

Here is a summary of the main winners.  For detailed results, please consult the website. 

RESULTS, LRKC OPEN SHOW, 9 FEBRUARY 2019                                   
JUDGE: MR RENIER JANSEN VAN VUUREN 

PLACING DOG'S NAME OWNER 

Best Baby Puppy Eagertrieve ZA Welcome Home at Kloofzicht M van Tonder 

Res Baby Puppy Not awarded   

Best Junior Dog Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM T Rowan 

Res Junior Dog Craignair Black Hawk JM J Pott 

EVENTS TO DIARISE 

➢ LRKC Second (Winter) Open Show, Saturday 22nd of June 2019 at 

Goldfields Show Grounds.  Judge Mr Kevin Young; 

➢ WODAC, 19-21July at Gallagher Convention Centre, Midrand.  Come and 

visit us at the Gundog Stand in Hall 4; 

➢ 52nd Championship Show, Saturday the 21st of September 2019. Judge 

Mrs Heather Wiles-Fone. 
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PLACING DOG'S NAME OWNER 

Best Junior Bitch Mirain Faylinn In Love S Borralho 

Res Junior Bitch Lethanwood Mustang Salli G Alberts 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW Amadeuze Rustl Of Spring A van Heerden 

Res Best Puppy in Show Amadeuze Queen Of Night A van Heerden 

BEST JUNIOR IN SHOW Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM T Rowan 

Res Best Junior in Show Craignair Black Hawk JM J Pott 

Best Senior Dog Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM T Rowan 

Res Senior Dog Craignair Black Hawk JM J Pott 

Best Senior Bitch Gr.Ch & Int.Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps at Mirain S Borralho 

Res Senior Bitch Ch Seabirds Nobodys Business of Amadeuze A van Heerden 

SA Bred Challenge Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM T Rowan 

Veteran Challenge Not awarded   

BEST SENIOR IN SHOW Gr.Ch & Int.Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps at Mirain S Borralho 

Res Best Senior in Show Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM T Rowan 

BEST IN SHOW Gr.Ch & Int.Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps at Mirain S Borralho 

Res Best in Show Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM T Rowan 

Best Neuter Ch Ailsacraig White Shuma B Dumbrill 

BRACE CHALLENGE 100 Ch Craignair Black Hawk JM & Ch Craignair Biyjou J Pott 

BREEDERS CHALLENGE 101 Ch Craignair Biyjou J Pott 

PROGENY CHALLENGE 103 Ch & Int.Ch Craignair Destined To Be J Pott 

TEAM CHALLENGE 104 Not awarded   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Judge Renier Jansen van Vuuren with Annemarie van Heerden and her Best Puppy, Amadeuze Rustl 

Of Spring  



Page 4 of 16 
 

Photo (l-r):  Sandy Borralho with Best in Show Gr Ch & Int Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps of Mirain, Judge 

Renier Jansen van Vuuren and Tyrone handling Reserve Best In Show and Best Junior, Thania Rowan’s 

Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Thania Rowan winning the beautiful statuette raffle prize donated by Mrs Rose-Marie Cabion 
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2019 Annual General Meeting 

The Club’s 61st AGM was held on the 16th of March at Edgecombe House in Midrand.  The Chairman’s and 
Treasurer’s reports and the audited financial statements for 2018 have been loaded on the website for 
perusal. Draft minutes of the meeting are also available on the website.  Mrs Jane Pott was once again 
elected to the position of President of the LRKC.  Whilst we bid a fond farewell to Gerhard and Mercia van 
Tonder who resigned from the Committee to focus on the demands of family and farming life, the meeting 
saw the election of some new Management Committee members: Tony and Marie Wynne as well as Sandy 
Borralho.  Tony has taken on the role of Vice Chairman, vacated by Gerhard, Marie has been appointed as 
the Club’s Treasurer, a role in which Marie has much experience and she will also represent the Club at the 
Field Trial Liaison Council.  Sandy Borralho, known to many of us in show circles, is the new Club Secretary.  
Sandy replaces Mary Ann Greathead and we take this opportunity to thank Mary Ann for all her hard work 
and support over the past year.  Renier Jansen van Vuuren and Genevieve Alberts have also been elected 
back on to the Committee after a year of absence.  We have no doubt that this high-calibre team will ably 
serve the Club and we wish the Committee well over the year ahead. 

The following table represents a quick reference guide to your Club’s Office Bearers for 2019: 

Mr Dwayne Malcolm 
dwayne@tecfin.co.za 

Chairman 

Mr Tony Wynne 
wynne@icon.co.za 

Vice Chairman 

Mrs Marie Wynne 
wynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer and FTLC Representative 

Mrs Sandy Borralho 
sandy@lonspeare.co.za 

Secretary 

Carl Bosman 
carlbosman@gmail.com 

Field Trial Secretary 

Lesley Bosman 
lesley.bosman@kpmg.co.za 

Field Trial Secretary 

Mrs Thania Rowan 
Thania.rowan@gmail.com 

Membership Secretary 

Jane Pott 
jane@tecfin.co.za 

Trophy Secretary 

Renier Jansen van Vuuren 
renier@labradors.co.za 

 

Genevieve Alberts 
gcullen123@gmail.com 

 

 

Please feel free to get in touch with any member of the Committee.  They look forward to hearing from you! 

The last item on the AGM agenda, the Annual Awards, is always the most exciting and here are our fabulous 
winners for 2018: 

 

The Annual Awards 2018 

Victor Ludorum 
(Top winning male Labrador Retriever) 
 

Winner:  Gr. Ch Craignair Desert Flyer of Stagmanskop 
Owner:   Mrs D Hacking 
Points:    123 
 

Runner Up: Gr. Ch Casimiro Sykstus of Rowania (Imp Poland) 
Owner:        Mrs T Rowan 
Points:        110 
 

mailto:dwayne@tecfin.co.za
mailto:wynne@icon.co.za
mailto:wynne@icon.co.za
mailto:sandy@lonspeare.co.za
mailto:carlbosman@gmail.com
mailto:lesley.bosman@kpmg.co.za
mailto:Thania.rowan@gmail.com
mailto:jane@tecfin.co.za
mailto:renier@labradors.co.za
mailto:gcullen123@gmail.com
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Victrix Ludorum 
(Top winning female Labrador Retriever) 
 

Winner:  Gr. Ch & Int. Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps at Mirain 

Owner:   Mrs S Borralho 
Points:   179 
 

Runner-Up:   Ch Craignair Sweet Caroline of Lethanwood 

Owner:           Ms G Alberts 
Points:           39 
 

Supreme Champion 
(Points scored by Labrador Retrievers with the title of Champion) 
 

Winner:  Gr. Ch & Int. Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps at Mirain 
Owner:   Mrs S Borralho 
Points:   131 
 

Runner-Up:   Gr. Ch Craignair Desert Flyer of Stagmanskop 
Owner:           Mrs D Hacking 
Points:           83 
 

Ch Marsta Secret Duke Award 
(Highest placed Labrador Retriever in Animaltalk top 100 ratings – counting Group and BIS placings) 
 

Winner:  Gr. Ch & Int. Ch Ablesing Kiara For Keeps at Mirain 
Owner:    Mrs S Borralho 
Points:    515 (placed 39th on Animaltalk Top 100)  
 

Runner-Up: Gr. Ch Casimiro Sykstus of Rowania (Imp Poland) 
Owner:        Mrs T Rowan 
Points:        490 (placed 42nd on Animaltalk Top 100) 
 

Ch Balrion Lord of the Manor of Breckondale Trophy 
(Labrador Retriever Kennel with the highest number of points scored at the LRKC Open and Championship Shows) 
 

Winner:    Craignair 
Owner:     Mrs J Pott 
Points:     76 
 

Runner-Up:  Mirain 
Owner:         Mrs S Borralho 
Points:          33 
 

Best Junior Dog 
(Awarded to the male Labrador that scored the most points from Minor Puppy, Puppy and Junior Classes) 
 

Winner:    Craignair Black Hawk JM 
Owner:     Mrs J Pott 
Points:      252 
 

Runner-Up:  Bunnichem Chimborazo of Rowania JM 
Owner:         Mrs T Rowan 
Points:         163      
 

Best Junior Bitch 
(Awarded to the female Labrador that scored the most points from Minor Puppy, Puppy and Junior Classes) 
 

Winner:    Mirain Faylinn In Love 
Owner:     Mrs S Borralho 
Points:     159 
 

Runner-Up:   Trevena One And Only 
Owner:           Mrs D Holman 
Points:          83 
 

Best Veteran Dog 
(Awarded to the male Labrador that scored the most points from the Veteran Class) 
 

Winner:    Ch Oakglen African Lad of Mirain 
Owner:     Mrs S Borralho 
Points:     54 
 

Runner-up:  Gr. Ch Craignair Desert Flyer of Stagmanskop 
Owner:         Mrs D Hacking 
Points:          29 
 

Best Veteran Bitch 
(Awarded to the female Labrador that scored the most points from the Veteran Class) 
 

Winner:    Ch Craignair Huntress Gold 
Owner:     Mrs J Pott 
Points:     10 
 

Runner-Up:   None 
Owner:            
Points:            
 

Craignair Breeders Trophy 
(Awarded to the top breeding kennel based on breed show results for dogs bred by that kennel, including at least one home bred 
champion) 
Winner:    Craignair 
Owner:     Mrs J Pott 
Points:     576 
 

Runner-Up:  Ablesing 
Owner:         Mrs J Botha 
Points:         300 
 

Congratulations to the owners and breeders of this year’s winners! 
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Gr Ch & Int Ch 
Ablesing Kiara 
For Keeps at 
Mirain with her 
friend and 
handler Lucy 
Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****** 

New Labrador Retriever Champions of 2019 

(As per KUSA website 25 April 2019) 

CONGRATULATIONS to both breeders and owners of the following dogs who have gained 
titles thus far during 2019.  What an achievement! 

 

FIELD TRIAL CHAMPIONS 

➢ CH FT RAVENSIDE PANDORASPROMISE OF HIGHPEAK (B) Owner: MRS SM HILL (01.02.2019) 

 

BREED CHAMPIONS 

➢ CH SHORK'S DERWENT OF INKWA (D) Owner: MS J BONTHUYS (08.03.2019) 

➢ CH CRAIGNAIR BLACK HAWK (D) Owner: MRS J POTT (19.03.2019) 

➢ CH BUNNICHEM CHIMBORAZO OF ROWANIA (D) Owner: MRS T ROWAN (05.04.2019) 
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Crufts 2019 

 

I’m very pleased to write a note, at Genevieve’s request, about my judging experience at Crufts on 7th March.  

First of all, I have to say what an honour it was to be invited to judge at what is probably the most famous 
dog show in the world. I had a lovely entry of 230 dogs, while my co-judge, Sussie Wiles, had 300 bitches 
(always more of them!).  There were very few absentees, so it certainly made for a full day.  The judging of 
bitches started at 8 a.m. and I began at 8.30 a.m. 

There were inevitably some close and difficult decisions to be made in such well filled classes and, as it 
happened, it turned out to be rather a “Yellow Day” in both rings.  I had two wonderful, experienced stewards 
to keep the day flowing well, lining up the dogs in each class, checking them off against the catalogue, giving 
me my judging book in which to make notes for my critiques (produced after the show and sent to our 
remaining dog paper, Our Dogs).  In the UK dogs are sometimes entered in more than one class, so again 
the stewards are essential in lining up those dogs in their subsequent class(es) and reminding the judge of 
whether or not they were previously placed, whether these dogs had “met” before and had been judged 
against each other – such a complex situation!  My senior steward was also at pains to remind me of the 
time factor.  Those in charge of the Group Judging later in the day were not exactly breathing down our 
necks, but we were made aware of the importance of the Best of Breed getting into the Gundog Group ring 
in good time. 

I decided to have a big ‘X’ marked in chalk on the green carpet, so that as I was moving one exhibit the next 
one could be standing in the right place ready for me to go over him.  The Crufts rings are huge, which, of 
course, is lovely for big classes because all the dogs can be spread out round the perimeter without exhibitors 
and dogs being squeezed into restricted space. 

Prior to getting the first dog in each class to stand on the chalk cross, I did - as I always do - walk round the 
ring to take a look at each one for head and expression and general overall impression.   I tried to be 
absolutely consistent in the way I went over each dog, which I think is only fair to exhibitors whose dogs 
have had to qualify on merit to enter Crufts and who have paid a considerable entrance fee.  Because the 
rings are so generous in size, I asked each exhibit, after I had examined him, to move in a triangle but go 
only halfway down the ring.  This was an important element in keeping us on time. 

In such a good entry, both numerically and in quality, it was necessary to shortlist some dogs in most classes 
(perhaps 9 or 10) for further consideration, and at that stage I asked all the shortlisted dogs to move round 
the ring together before making my final five placements. 

 

Editor’s Note: The by-line for Crufts Dog Show is justifiably “the world’s greatest dog show”, particularly 

if one considers these staggering statistics taken from a letter written by Steve Croxford, Chairman of the 

Kennel Club, to its members: The 4 day event saw a total entry of 21,000 dogs with over 3,000 coming 

from abroad to compete in showing, agility and obedience competitions.  A further 5,000 dogs took part 

in demonstrations, displays, other competitions and Discover Dogs.  From a viewership perspective, some 

166,513 people visited Crufts during the 4 days, 1.3 million watched the YouTube live streaming at some 

point and an unbelievable 11 million people watched some of the Crufts programs on television.  In his 

letter, Mr Croxford cited the importance of Crufts in providing a window to the general public of dogdom 

in general, providing a unique opportunity to promote the work that is done in all aspects of dog 

ownership, education, health and welfare.  

Our judge at the Club’s 2018 Championship Show, Patron Mrs Pat Harrison had the honour of judging 

Labrador males at Crufts and Mrs Harrison has very kindly submitted a write-up of her judging experience.  

Thank you Pat! 
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There were 14 classes for me to judge, and when it came to the 
class winners challenging for the CC and Reserve CC, I gave 
them all another close look, moved them individually a short 
distance across the ring and then moved them together once 
more round the ring. 

I awarded the two top honours at about 3.45 p.m.!  Judging in 
the bitch ring finished about half an hour later, and we then had 
to choose the Best of Breed from the two CC winners.  It was 
not an easy decision, but we decided on the bitch, on her 
maturity. The young dog won his crowning third CC on the day, 
becoming a Show Champion. When it came to Best Puppy, we 
couldn’t agree so we called the referee (Mrs. Carol Coode – 
Warringah’s Labradors) to make the decision.  My puppy dog 
was declared BP, so I was thrilled about that.  When it came to 
Best Veteran, my co-judge agreed to the dog getting that award.   

As championship show judges we are asked by the Kennel Club 
on their Health Watch programme, to have regard to overweight 
and shortness of leg in Labradors.  I was delighted to report that 
I felt that these problems had been successfully addressed and 
I was certainly pleased with my class results and my final line-
up.   

I have had some wonderful judging experiences at home and 
abroad – including, of course, in SA – but I suppose Crufts has 
to be the pinnacle.  It was a very happy occasion for me, and I 
was pleased to read Ann Britton’s Labrador Notes in her weekly 
column in Our Dogs recording: “It was one of the happiest 
atmospheres I have ever known at Crufts.  A joy to be there.  
Smiley faces abounded and haughty grumpiness was not much 
on display, despite early starts for the majority.” 

Pat Harrison 
(Stebel) 
 
 
 
Footnote – and that is not meant to be a pun!  The day before 
I was due to judge, I damaged my right foot (not sure how) and 
so I did rather limp my way through the day.  Just as well that 
lame judges are not asked to leave the ring! 

In a very human anecdote of 

Labrador judging at Crufts, Mrs 

Harrison relates the story about the 

owner and breeder of the Reserve 

Dog Challenge Certificate winner, 

Dinnozo Top Notch Alfie.  “She is in 

her early 30’s and lives with her 

parents.  She has kidney disease and 

has had transplants, which, sadly, 

haven’t been successful.  She 

therefore has to undergo dialysis 

several times a week.  The family 

went to Ann Britton a few years ago 

and she let them have a nice yellow 

bitch, Bowstones Sunshine 

Rosie.  This yellow was later mated to 

Sh Ch Rocheby Hornblower and they 

kept a dog and bitch from the litter, 

the dog (Charlie) being my Res CC 

winner.  This young lady had bought 

her Crufts outfit and was very excited 

to be taking Charlie and his sister 

there, but the night before she was 

taken ill and told to report to the 

hospital immediately.  She protested 

and said she couldn’t come in as she 

was going to Crufts next day!  The 

hospital reluctantly gave their 

blessing to her attending Crufts but 

said she was to return to hospital 

immediately afterwards.  She wasn’t 

really strong enough on the day to 

handle Charlie so Ann, having bred 

his Mum, took on the role of running 

him round the ring.  The rest is 

history, as they say.” 
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Photo (from l-r): Crufts 
Best of Breed winner SH 
CH MAXFIELD 
MAYBELLINE JW (GB US 
CAN SH CH Salty Dog of 
Tampa Bay x Mandursan's 
Miss Demeanor of 
Maxfield) with Dog judge, 
Mrs Pat Harrison (Stebel), 
Bitch judge Mrs Sussie 
Wiles (Richbourne), owner 
and breeder Mr Stephen 
O’Brien and Mr David 
Coode (Warringah).  Photo 
credit:  Ms Valerie Delprat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo:  Mrs Dale 
Elliott, LRKC Club 
member as well as 
Committee Member 
of the Kent, Surrey & 
Sussex Labrador 
Retriever Club, 
pictured here 
presenting the Mason 
Minns Memorial 
Medal (which the 
KS&S Club has given 
for the last 10 years 
to the winner of Best 
Puppy Labrador at 
Crufts) to Mrs 
Campbell and 
BINNAIG BENAVIE 
(SH CH Rocheby 
Horn Blower x SH CH 
Binnaig Just Blonde 
JW).  Photo credit: 
Ms Valerie Delprat. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dale.elliott.142?__tn__=%2Cd%2AF%2AF-R&eid=ARCNVtIvDI8LzMvzxxmZ2P9QNOJ23Q2d3xrV9kJXts4s12oclm_eeIridtFrnK_3hk_OM1ptMLnDBZhz&tn-str=%2AF
https://www.facebook.com/dale.elliott.142?__tn__=%2Cd%2AF%2AF-R&eid=ARCNVtIvDI8LzMvzxxmZ2P9QNOJ23Q2d3xrV9kJXts4s12oclm_eeIridtFrnK_3hk_OM1ptMLnDBZhz&tn-str=%2AF
https://www.facebook.com/groups/137927909577241/?tn-str=%2AF
https://www.facebook.com/groups/137927909577241/?tn-str=%2AF
https://www.facebook.com/groups/137927909577241/?tn-str=%2AF
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Dogs of War 

By Iain Judd (Port Elizabeth) 

 

 

“Who doesn't love a 

'mine hound'? This 

great image of a SADF 

dog handler and his 

dog on operations in 

Ovamboland, South 

West Africa/ Namibia. 

This particular 'Black 

Labrador' is trained to 

sniff out explosives. 

Vital in a war so 

dominated by land 

mines.” 

Source unknown 

 

  

 

The SADF in the good old days used Labs extensively as tracker dogs and explosive detection dogs, with 

great success. 

Initially the SADF accepted donations of suitable labs, mainly from working backgrounds. A major benefactor 

was Major Wilde who bred labs in his ‘Brigade’ kennels with much success.  Interestingly, Mike Gie’s triple 

champion Highwayman of the Brigade ‘Benjie’ came from Major Wilde. 

When Janet and I became engaged we bought our first Lab, a big yellow named ‘Sandy’. His father was 

Kaladin of the Brigade, who was an obedience, police and tracker dog champion. However, Sandy was a 

disaster health wise, bad hips, elbows and skin made for a problematic life. His claim to fame was drinking 

beer and eating crisps at the local football club.  Janet’s gran loved him because, according to her, he had 

killed a snake in her backyard. 

Anyway, in 1977 the SADF gave me an ultimatum, camp or course. After finding out that the camp entailed 

a month in Rosmead, guarding vehicles, the course option became more enticing. The course book was 

thrown at me and fell open at the Dog School in Voortrekkerhoogte (Pretoria). 

So off I went on the Patrol Dog handler’s course, working mainly with GSD’s. A month later I told Janet that 

we needed to get a GSD. ‘No’ she said as the hair was too long. As I listened to my wife the idea was put on 

hold. 

Editor’s Note: The article that appeared in Lab Lines 2018, called Robby’s Law, dealt with the role of 

Labradors in various wars throughout history. This article inspired Iain Judd to write of his own 

experiences as a soldier in the South African Defence Force and of the role Labradors played during the 

Border conflicts in Southern Africa.  Thank-you Iain for your very interesting account. 
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In 1978 I went back to the Dog School to do the Tracker Dog handlers course, working with the odd lab. I 

fell in love with a little black lab, called Pepe, a tracker dog fresh out of Angola, waiting for his next handler. 

I wasn’t allowed to touch him as I was a ‘camper’ and thus unclean. 

Chatting to S/Sgt Dan Howden, in charge of puppy training, who bred Springers in his spare time, I found 

out that the SADF was breeding its own labs, using Rose-Marie Cabion’s Sleepy Hollow line for work and Rod 

and Carmen Copestake’s Breckondale line for size. The Army wanted small working labs as jumping out of a 

helicopter with a geronky or throwing one onto the top of a bus to search for explosives was to be avoided. 

When one first arrived at the Dog School, one was taken gently up to the memorial at the rear of the facility, 

where the deceased dogs were remembered. One of the slabs commemorated a black lab – Rajah of the 

Brigade, the first dog to be killed in action in Angola. 

After meeting (albeit at a distance) Pepe, I was determined to have black labs and the last forty years have 

followed with four of them - Casalinho Colombo CD, UD, TD2; Bardale Black Watch; Chezenko Xmarksthespot 

and Ch Chezenko Fortesque’s FQ. 

I was lucky enough to take the first, Banjo, to the army with me on camps and whatnot, as a tracker dog, 

and the big black dog had a ball. The troepies loved him and he loved them, endless playmates. 

In the book, DOGS OF WAR, memoirs of the SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENCE FORCE DOG UNITS, by Peet Coetzee, 

Rajah’s story is told as follows1 – 

The author tried his utmost – but in vain – to obtain information about who the handler of the tracker dog 

Rajah was, a soldier who with his dog paid the highest price for his country. The only person who would 

have been able to shed light on the incident and who was in charge of the Tactical Platoon members on the 

border during those times was Corporal Johan Rocher. Tragically Johan died on the 19th November 2005, so 

that gate to vital information was closed. Another source was Gert Grobler, the commander of the Tactical 

Platoon, but again problems were encountered in his ability to recall, because he is suffering from long-term 

memory loss, so that closed all hope of solving that problem. 

Rajah was donated by Maj O Wilde of Honeydew in Johannesburg in 1971. I can well remember this beautiful 

energetic black Labrador pup, which was earmarked to be trained as a future tracker dog. He was so well 

chosen for that direction that the zest and willingness to learn and please his handler amazed even the 

instructors. This performance trend was his trademark and he maintained it under all circumstances, right 

up to the day he was killed. Because of his persistence in successfully executing given tasks it actually led 

him and his handler into being the first casualties the Tactical Platoon suffered, being sacrificed in the 

operational area of South West Africa. 

As in the case of being unable to determine the identity of Rajah’s handler, and also being unable to track 

down successfully any relevant documentary evidence regarding the incident, I based the following sequence 

of events on hearsay information given to me by Deon Prinsloo. The hearsay information regarding this 

incident is as follows: 

This incident occurred on the 14th November 1975 somewhere in the Mopani forests of the south-western 

part of the Caprivi Strip. According to Deon, a patrol consisting of paratroops discovered fresh tracks what 

they identified as belonging to SWAPO infiltrators. The patrol commander reported the incident and asked 

for the help of a tracker dog. Rajah and his handler were despatched to the scene. 

Rajah was given the scent and he immediately picked it up and started off in a northerly direction. As the 

tracks clearly indicated, it was obvious that they were heading for the Angolan border. 

                                                 
 

1 Printed with permission of Mr Peet Coetzee 
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They followed the tracks right through the day and not even the scorching sand could deter Rajah from 

pleasing his master. Because of the speed that rajah maintained in following the track his handler was 

convinced that their quarry was not far away. 

However, the sun was rapidly disappearing on the western horizon and the patrol commander, a corporal, 

was not keen on taking SWAPO on in the dark if they made contact. The dog handler was determined enough 

and threatened that if they were not prepared to carry on then he and Rajah would do so. The end result 

was that the corporal, against his better judgement, started to follow the tracker. 

The tracks were followed straight through the night, and in the early hours of that tragic morning it was first 

Rajah closely followed by his handler that walked straight into a SWAPO ambush. It was said that Rajah 

came so close to the terr’s that he would have been able to lick them on the face. 

As expected a heavy fire-fight erupted and the bats returned fire with meaning causing the terr’s to throw in 

the towel, bombshelled and disappeared over the nearby located cut-line (borderline) into Angola. During 

the initial firefight, both tracker team members were fatally wounded. The remains of the handler were 

returned to the RSA, and as far as can be determined Rajah was buried in the Caprivi.” 

Translated from the Afrikaans from the book “K-9 HONDE SOLDATE” by the same author. 

The SADF learnt from this incident and when I attended the tracker dog course in 1978, tracker dogs and 

handlers weren’t sent out with infantry patrols alone. Tracker teams had been created to protect the tracker 

dogs, consisting of a Team Leader, radio operator, two visual trackers (normally bushmen), a patrol dog and 

handler (to wind scent any ambushes), an escort for the patrol dog handler, a tracker dog and handler and 

their escort. 

******  

Health News 

Genetic Testing Update 

Inqaba Biotec has kindly shared Labrador Retriever genetic testing statistics for the 2018 calendar year with 
us. If one compares these figures with the number of dogs tested in 2017, there is a decline in EIC testing 
but a significant increase in PRA testing.  It should be noted that these figures can be skewed when an entire 
litter of pups is tested for a particular affliction.  Levels of affected animals among the population tested are 
encouragingly low.  Unfortunately, when one compares testing levels with the high number of Labradors 
registered with KUSA each year, one would wager that many breeders are still not testing for EIC and PRA.  
It is also disappointing to note that breeders are not actively testing for HNPK and CNM despite the 
international prevalence of both these awful conditions.  Inqaba Biotec does offer special discounts when 
conducting a number of tests simultaneously, so please take advantage of this.   
  

TEST RESULT TOTAL YEAR 

CNM HNPK EIC PRA_PRCD 

CLEAR 0 0 25 73 

2018 

CARRIER 0 0 18 22 

AFFECTED 0 0 0 1 

TOTAL 0 0 43 96 

  
These results are consistent with the general trend. There were only 5 dogs that did not wish to be 
included in the report and they are all clear. 
 
DNA Profiling 

Your dog’s DNA could be used to act as a method of identification or be used to check a dog’s parentage 
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against samples from the sire and dam.  Kennel unions and dog registries around the world are gradually 
adopting DNA profiling of registered dogs in an effort to more accurately record registered animals and 
reduce the incidence of false registrations, incorrect parentage and other fraud.  In time, these profiles will 
also be used to look for genetic markers for specific diseases. 
 
The KUSA is following this international trend and already it is a requirement for all imported semen and 
puppies to be DNA profiled in order for puppies and the offspring of imported semen to be registered with 
KUSA.  Similarly, DNA profiling is required when exporting semen and puppies to various other countries.  
The KUSA is now also actively encouraging voluntary DNA parentage verification and you will receive an 
endorsed certificate if you submit parentage verification as part of a registration application.  Although this 
will be a gradual process, it is likely that the ultimate objective will be for all dogs registered with KUSA to 
be DNA profiled. 
 
Inqaba Biotec advises that they require blood samples for genetic testing, with 0.5-2mL blood in an EDTA 
ampule (purple) being sufficient.  They will happily guide you through the testing process and procedures 
should you contact them. 
 

For reference purposes, their cost structure as of 1 April 2019 is as follows (a discount structure is available 
upon enquiry): 

Product Code  Description  Cost (Excl VAT)  

AG Admin  Administrative amendment to reports/certificates  R10,00  

AG DNAProfile1-3  ISAG DNA Profile, 1-3 samples, per sample  R200,00  

AG DNAProfile4More  ISAG DNA Profile, 4 or more samples, per sample  R160,00  

AG DNAParentage  ISAG DNA Parentage Verification per order  R40,00  

AG Health Test  Genetic Test: Health Test per sample, per test  R445,68  

AG Coat Length  Genetic Test: Coat length (FGF5), per sample  R445,68  

AG A Locus  Genetic Test: Agouti Locus (ASIP), per sample  R445,68  

AG B Locus  Genetic Test: Tyrosine related protein 1 Locus (TYRP1), per sample  R445,68  

AG C Locus  Genetic Test: Tyrosinase Locus (TYR), per sample  R409,72  

AG D Locus  Genetic Test: Melanophilin Locus (MLPH), per sample  R445,68  

AG E Locus  Genetic Test: Melanocortin-1-receptor Locus (MC1R), per sample  R445,68  

AG K Locus  Genetic Test: ß-defensin Locus (CBD103), per sample  R343,02  

AG S Locus 
 

Genetic Test: Microphthalmia-associated Transcription Factor 
(MITF), per sample 

 
R343,02 

 

AG Colour PanelCA 
 

Genetic Test: Canine Colour Panel (A, B, D, E, K, S, FGF5), per 
sample 

 
R2 398,82 

 

AG Health Panel  Genetic Test: Breed Health Panel, per sample  R2 972,75  

Please note that pricing is subject to change without notice. 

The AG Health Panel option (only valid if whole blood samples are submitted) includes the following for 
Labrador Retrievers at R2972.75 excl VAT (normally R4,745.09 excl VAT): 

Degenerative Myelopathy (SOD1), Cystinuria, Centronuclear Myopathy (PTPLA), Hereditary Nasal 
Parakeratosis (SUV39H2), Copper Storage Disease (ATP7B), Exercise Induced Collapse (NEI), Progressive 
Retinal Atrophy (PRCD), Neuronal Ceroid Lipofuscinosis (CLN5), Cleft Palate (DXL6), Cleft Palate 
(ADAMTS20).  
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Further discount structures are available should more than one sample be submitted.  Results will be made 
available within 7-14 working days of receipt of samples. 

 

Elbow Dysplasia Screening Update 

As reported in the Fedco Minutes, December 2018, Prof Kirberger, the South African Veterinary Association’s 

Chief Scrutineer, has proposed certain amendments to the current radiography procedure for elbow dysplasia 

(“ED”) screening.   

“A limiting factor in decreasing the incidence of ED is that the technique of a single flexed radiographic view, 
especially if maximally flexed, will underestimate the incidence of ED, particularly FMCP. Some dogs may 
have the primary disease condition without any sign of arthrosis and therefore some of these will be missed 
if additional views, including a 100 degree- 120 degrees ML flexed view, or more advanced imaging systems 
are not utilised. It has been found that computed tomography (CT) detects many more ED changes than 
radiographs because of it being a cross-sectional imaging technique without any superimposition of osseous 
structures. Up to 62% of dogs graded as 0 based on radiographs were still found to have dysplastic changes 
in the elbows using CT. Experienced versus inexperienced scrutineers had a >92% sensitivity to detect medial 
coronoid disease radiographically using three views as compared to CT to detect pathology. Grading dogs as 
normal during radiographic screening when they are positive on CT obviously has serious implications for the 
radiographic certification method in that affected dogs may be graded as ED–free, thus hampering 
elimination of ED genes. Unfortunately, the use of CT is not a cost–effective and practical method of grading 
dogs for ED certification, and radiographs will continue to be used, but will at least exclude the more severe 
cases from breeding. 

Dogs suffering from HD and ED, especially in the more advanced stages, can suffer severe pain and mobility 
impairment, disabling the dog and affecting its welfare. Besides the suffering caused, the treatment is also 
very expensive, requiring long-term medical treatment and often extensive and very expensive surgery.” 

The proposal to improve the accuracy of ED grading by scrutineers and thereby improve phenotypic 
selection by taking at least two views of each elbow (100 degree - 120 ML flexed and pronated CrCd views) 
will be required for the issuing of a SAVA/KUSA Certification Certificate, was approved unanimously by Fedco. 

Enquiries suggested that there would be no charge for a 2nd x-ray, but members should enquire with their 
own Veterinarians. 

****** 

 

 

Labrador Rescue 

Sharon, Ricki, Ruth, Jane and Marion continue to do sterling work finding forever homes for our Labradors that 

require re-homing due to people’s changing circumstances or sadly, due to neglect.  Although people give 

generously to this cause, the coffers do have a limitation as some people are not in a financial position to assist with 

the true costs of this operation and in times such as these, we have to rely on donations from members and the 

general public.  We therefore make a plea to all our members to dig deep into their pockets to assist this worthy 

cause. 

Banking details:  Labrador Rescue SA, Standard Bank, Rivonia Branch, Branch Code 00-12-55, Account number 

22 00 26 610 

Reference: YOURNAME/DONATION 

Over and above financial assistance, if there is any other assistance that you could offer these wonderful Ladies, 

please do get in touch with them on their Facebook page:  

http://www.facebook.com/messages/#!/pages/Labrador-Golden-Retriever-Rescue/272787116094225 

Website: http://www.labrescue.co.za/ 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/messages/#!/pages/Labrador-Golden-Retriever-Rescue/272787116094225
http://www.labrescue.co.za/
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Bulletin written and compiled by Genevieve Alberts 


